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HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY 
AMERICA

233 YRS YOUNG!

On April 30, 1789, George Washington, standing on the 
balcony of Federal Hall on Wall Street in New York, took his oath of office as the first President of the United 
States. “As the first of everything, in our situation will serve to establish a Precedent,” he wrote James Madison, 
“it is devoutly wished on my part, that these precedents may be fixed on true principles.”

Years before as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army, George Washington realized early that the 
best strategy was to harass the British. He reported to Congress, “we should on all Occasions avoid a general 
Action, or put anything to the Risque, unless compelled by a necessity, into which we ought never to be drawn.” 
Ensuing battles saw him fall back slowly, then strike unexpectedly. Finally in 1781 with the aid of French allies--
he forced the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.

Washington longed to retire to his fields at Mount Vernon. But he soon realized after Yorktown, that the 
Nation under its Articles of Confederation was not functioning well, so he became a prime mover in the steps 
leading to the Constitutional Convention at Philadelphia in 1787. When the new Constitution was ratified, the 
Electoral College unanimously elected Washington President and the rest is history.

“CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY WITH US!”
                                                                                      By Jan Ginsburg

We are cooking up another big outing for the Fourth of July to be 
held on that Saturday starting with Happy Hour 
at 3:30 pm, then putting all the food out at 
4:00 pm. Our menu will be typical Americana 
... Hot Dogs and Hamburgers with all the 
goodies (pickles, onions, mustard, ketchup, 
cheese etc, etc.). Check out the bulletin 
board inside the clubhouse prior to the event 
for a ‘sign-up’ sheet to put your name, and list what 
you would like to bring to the picnic. (Potato salad, 
veggies or a dessert, hmmm).

There will be plenty of time to eat and enjoy the 
day with your family, neighbors and friends here at Desert 
Harbor and still make plans to catch a view of the “Fire Works” later that 
evening. See you all there! 
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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT’S DESK
By Ken Camp

In early June, Joann 
and I were on a little Cali-
fornia vacation at my sis-
ter’s home to celebrate my 
birthday. We had a wonder-
ful week and are now glad 
to be back. We noticed the 

pool renovations and the completion of the new 
deck and know that many of you are enjoying the 
opening of the pool again.

Just a reminder that we are having a Pot Luck 
on Saturday, June 20th and our annual 4th of 
July barbecue, will be held on Saturday the 4th. 
Joann and I will be on another short vacation and 
won’t be here for the 4th but we know you will all 
enjoy it and the fireworks which can be seen at 

Apache Junction High School.
I want to thank you all for attending the func-

tions we plan -- the Happy Hours on Fridays, the 
Saturday Morning Coffees, the Potlucks, the Ca-
sino trips, the Ladies’ Luncheons, and all the other 
things that so many of you plan and organize. Any 
veterans, who were able to find a picture for our 
memorial board, please submit them to Connie 
Riter (#81) for her to use in October for Veterans 
Day.

I really appreciate those who are continually 
helping and volunteering with all the events we 
have throughout the year. Let’s continue to make 
Desert Harbor a friendly, “family” community. 

Winner  -  Winner  -  Winner
We have a winner in our “What Is It?” contest printed 
in last month’s newsletter.   Dick Smith 
correctly identified “candle 
Holder light” on the 

fireplace hearth in the clubhouse.  As the winner, he will 
be called to pick first at our next Pot Luck Dinner slated 
for July 18th.  Congratulation Dick for being observant. 

               
     What Is It?

For fun, the newsletter committee 

decided to include a mystery contest in 

the June issue for readers.  Be the first 

to identify the object in the picture and 

specify its location.  The first person to 

do so correctly will win.  The winner will 

be the first person in line at the next 

Pot Luck Dinner.

Clue:  The object is not hidden and can 

be found in or around our community 

clubhouse.

Check 
out the new 
contest later 

in this 
newsletter.

Vandalism!!!   
It’s an ugly word.  Yes?  Webster’s Dictionary defines vandalism as a “willful or malicious destruction or 

defacement of public or private property.”  
It’s hard to imagine this word would apply to an activity at Desert Harbor…no way.  Well, you 

would be wrong!  Sometime over the weekend of June 6-7, our pool heating system was so dam-
aged that both pools and Jacuzzi had to be closed for repairs.  The cost of repairs could run into 
the thousands with parts and labor, not to mention a loss of our pool facilities for some time.  

Over the weekend, someone entered the pump area by going over the wall and altering 
the systems temperature.  It was apparent that damage was done on purpose to the equip-
ment.  Only authorized personal should ever work on the pool apparatus.

This is not the first time we have experienced vandalism. In the recent past, our clubhouse 
drinking fountain was damaged twice forcing management to employ a costly bottled water 
system instead.  It was last year that several sprinkler heads, near the mailboxes, were dam-
aged.  A really disgusting thing occurred that forced the closure of our restrooms for days.  It is 
sad that residents of Desert Harbor must experience these and other senseless acts of vandal-
ism.  One of our sister parks, the Lost Dutchman Park, organized a neighbor watch program to 
help put a stop to problems in their community.  Is this an idea we should explore?

Whoever is responsible for the destructive behavior in our park affects us all and it must stop!       
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MEMORIAL DAY 2009          by Dave Borchardt #142

The annual Desert Harbor Memorial Day in-door picnic was held on Monday May 
25th this year.  The tradition of Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a 
day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation's service.  All across the 
Nation, we pay tribute with ceremonies at national cemeteries and other locations to 
honor these patriotic men and women.  

At our in-door picnic we saw an outstanding display with photos recognizing sev-
eral residents who have served and relatives who are currently 
serving in the military.  A very special and big “Thank You” to 
Connie Riter for putting the display together and also for as-

sembling the article that appeared in last 
month’s June issue, “Desert Harbor Hon-
ors Our Veterans”.  She did an outstanding 
job on both and we appreciate her efforts 
very much for doing so. 

We would like to continue this tradition 
of honoring veterans in our Memorial Day 
tribute every year.  So, for those veterans 
who didn’t make it in this year, we would 
very much appreciate hearing from you 
for next year.  I personally know three 
veterans that were not recognized for their 
service and they are Richard Blake, Jack 
Quetschenbach and Tony Ziccardi.  There 
must be many others in our Park we could 
include for next year.

Anyway, our Memorial Day picnic was 
a huge success with many people in at-
tendance.  We have had a lot of residents 
leave for the summer and still there was a 

good turnout.  I saw Tony Tenaglia and Ken 
Camp manning the outdoor grill cooking hot 
dogs in the 100 degree weather, so a big 
“Thank You” to them for their efforts.  In addi-
tion to hot dogs, there were sloppy Joes 
(they were outstanding), baked beans and of 
course a pot luck array of salads, fruits and 
desserts.  As always with our pot lucks, the 

food residents bring is the best and I don’t think any-
one ever goes away hungry. 

We want to thank everyone who helped with the 
set up, the preparation of food, serving of the food and 
of course those involved with the ever popular “clean 
up.”  This was another terrific event for everyone and 
as always, it’s fun to share good times with our neigh-
bors.
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DENTAL CARE IN MEXICO…
By Dave Borchardt #142
Our trip to Mexico was different from most people, Bev and I didn’t go for a va-

cation, do sightseeing or to cruise its coastal waters.  My wife and I needed some 
serious dental work done and without dental insurance, we knew it would be costly.  
Dentists back home in Minnesota and others here in Arizona had estimated some 
high costs but we knew we had to do something and soon.  

We talked with several neighbors here at Desert Harbor and they convinced us 
to consider going to Mexico. After a little homework, we settled on a dentist in Al-
godones, Mexico.  It’s a small town just over the border near Yuma.  There is a web 
site --- http://www.dentistsofalgodones.com/ --- where you see pictures of dentists 
and decide which one would be best for you.  Bev and I decided I was going to be 
the brave one to go first.  I sent an e-mail to set up an appointment and explained 
to the doctor what others had told me so he’d know exactly what to expect when I 
got there.

It’s approximately 500 miles round 
trip we would be gone over night.  So 
we found a hotel/casino, the Quechan 
Casino Resort, very near the border 
in Winterhaven, CA. to stay.  Hey, we 
might as well have some fun while 
we’re gone.

We had heard the line to cross 
back into the U.S. might be long and 
could take up to 2 to 5 hours to cross 
back.  My wife does not like to stand for 
very long, so it was decided to leave 
her at the casino (tough choice for her).  
I had an aerial view of Algodones and 
already had located where I had to go.  
The dentist also provided a pretty good map.  I parked in a huge parking lot very 
close to the border for only $5.00.  I was quite apprehensive and more than a little 
nervous to do this all on my own but it was something I knew had to be done.  

I read on the internet that Algodones in a 4 or 6 square block area has the 
largest concentration of dentists, doctors and eyeglass doctors in the world and I 
believe it.  Every business seemed to be a dentist’s office, doctor’s office, eyeglass 
place or a drug store.  Along the way there were street vendors everywhere selling 
jewelry, hats, shirts, pottery, paintings, food, drinks and everything else you could 
think of.  The entire area was clean and appeared very well taken care of even 
though many buildings were old.  As I walked to my appointment, I felt it was car-
nival like atmosphere seen at state fairs where vendors continually ask you to stop 
at their store or office.  I simply said I didn’t have time right then but and would stop 
by on my way back.  That worked going but I had to think of something else for the 
way back. Fortunately, I had a lot of dental work done and I was not in the mood to 
talk my way back. “I’ll be back again” was all I could say.

Overall it was quite an experience and since our first trip last April, we’ve gone 
back three more times for treatments.  As the summer heat got warmer there were 
fewer people crossing the border and coming back got easier.  The last time there 
wasn’t anyone in line to slow us down.  

The price for our dental care in Mexico was 25% to 30% lower than in the 
states.  We were satisfied with the work and especially the cost savings we experi-
enced.  If you are considering some dental work, you might think about Algodones, 
Mexico.

KEEP ON 
GIVING

      By Jan Ginsburg

Well, here we are, 
already moving into the 
month of July.  How fast 
this year has gone by 
and so much has taken 
place in our nation. A 
lot of changes globally, 
nationally and locally 
but like the old saying 
goes, “The more things 
change, the more they 
stay the same.”

In our previous 
issues, I have said 
what a wonderful thing 
we are doing for the 
Apache Junction Food 
Bank each month as 
we continue to donate 
food. If you look on the 
bulletin board, there is 
a thank you note from 
the Food Bank letting 
us know how much they 
appreciate our consis-
tent giving. As the quote 
goes, “unfortunately 
some things do stay the 
same and that is the 
state of hunger in our 
own community.” The 
food bank tries to keep 
the needs at bay with 
help from contributors 
like ourselves.  

We here at Desert 
Harbor, along with 
many others in Apache 
Junction, draw the line 
between hunger and 
feeding people with 
our monthly contribu-
tions.  Thank you for 
your thoughtfulness and 
unselfishness gifts each 
month, you are truly 
good neighbors.

Los Algodones: 
Dental Center 
of Mexico!

Why Los Algodones?

Demand for competent reasonably priced dentists!

Los Algodones, Baja California has more square 
feet of dental offices than any other place in Mexico - 
probably the world. Over a 10 year period the num-
ber of dentists has grown from single digits to triple 
digits. There are over 350 dentists practicing in Los 
Algodones today, and all within ten minutes walking 
distance from the border. It happened in Algodones 
because low cost, high quality and efficiency came 
together.  Cost  Dental services in Algodones cost 
70% to 75% less than in the United Sates.
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“MEET OUR NEW 
FINE FEATHERED FRIENDS”

                                          By Jan Ginsburg
          Pictures By Diane Hoskinson

We can’t give you an exact lot number as our new 
neighbors have not registered with the park manager 
yet!  We can give you an approximate location though, 
as they are quite the social butterflies (so to speak!).  
If you look at the 
pictures below, the 
trios of babies are 
“Hooded Orioles” 
(beautiful bright 
yellow breasted), 
and are usually 
‘hanging out’ in 
one of the palm 
trees outside of 
the pool gate near 
the mailboxes. 
Mom & Dad usu-
ally are not too far 
away!

Now for our other brand new neighbors, they are 
just across the street at the corner of Lot #196, tak-
ing temporary shelter in the Saguaro Cactus for now. 
These cute, but very shy, little guys are Gila Wood-
peckers’ who barely peak their heads out of the hole 
Mom has made for them. Parents for these guys are 
never too far away either!

Well, that does it for this round from your roaming 
reporters on our “new tree house neighbors.” Remem-
ber to keep looking up!

CASINO TRIP FOR JULY
                                By Celine Leonard

We are going to Fort McDowell Casino on Wednes-
day, July 22nd .  Check in time is 8:30 a.m. and 
return time is 3:45 p.m.  You will receive $10 for slot 
play but you must have a 
pin number.  If 
you don't have 
one, you get a 
pin number at the 
Rewards Desk.  
Sign up early!!  

Coming in August, 
we will go to Payson on Wednesday, August 19th.   
More information will follow in the August newsletter.

 Granddaughter Wins 
“Schools That Care” Contest 

                                              By Connie Riter
 

We have all been disturbed by the number of 
foreclosures in Arizona and by the stories of young 
veterans returning from the Middle East with post 
traumatic stress disorder. Now there is a grassroots 
organization which is trying to make an improvement 
in these areas -- and the organization started right 
here in Queen Creek and in Gilbert and Pat Ballock’s 
granddaughter (Jan Ginsburg’s grandniece) is playing 
a significant part!

The organization is called The Home Sweet Home 
Campaign and was inspired by Tim Little a US Army 
reservist who after two tours of duty returned to the 
area having lost his pre-deployment job. His family 
nearly lost their home while he was ill and had other 
financial problems. Through “USA Cares”, a national 
organization, his family was able to stay in their home 
and focus on the future and healing. Wanting to help 
other military facing foreclosure and financial prob-
lems, the “Schools That Care” T-Shirt Contest was 
organized to raise funds to help them. 

Superstition Springs Elementary School, in Gilbert, 
was the first 
school to enter 
the contest 
and with over 
200 students 
participating 
in designing a 
t-shirt to sell 
for the cam-
paign, Pat’s 
granddaughter, 
Peyton Myers, 
a sixth grader, 
saw her design selected as one of the two winners! 
Her design shows 5 hands forming a star. The other 
was designed by a first grader, Sage McDaniel. Their 
designs will be featured on the Home Sweet Home 
Campaign web site, www.oursoldiers.org. At the 
awards ceremony, NFL quarterback Ryan Fitzpatrick 
spoke and many local businesses donated prizes and 
treats for the students. 

The “Schools That Care” contest will travel across 
the country this fall, working with schools in five major 
cities, raising awareness and funds. Their goal is 
to raise one million dollars by selling these special 
t-shirts. For a much more detailed account, check 
out the www.oursoldiers.org website. You could even 
purchase one of Peyton’s t-shirts.

Superstition Springs Elementary Winners:
From Left to Right: Mr. Nardelli, 

Peyton Myers, Sage McDaniel and Principal Rogers
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“It must be said though that 
all of this was heartfelt, but 
the over 400,000 that gave 
their lives for our liberty are 
the ones that really should be 
honored. I for one feel that I 
was very fortunate to have 
survived all of the many ac-
tions.”     Larry Lepic

WORLD WAR II VETERANS’ HONOR TOUR
                                                             as summerized by Connie Riter

Larry Lepic (#83), Major USAF (Ret) was invited recently to attend a special 
Honor Tour in Washington, DC, sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
7644 from New London, Iowa. He sent a description of the tour which is sum-
marized in this article. His actual account is included in his autobiography in our 
Library.

The tour was a three-day event and included not only 
the WWII Memorial in Washington but other historical 
subjects of interest. Several communities of Southeastern 
Iowa helped to make the tour possible by raising funds 
through contributions, auctions, garage sales, dinners, and 
raffles.

“The bus departed at 5:30 a.m. on April 24th with a 
police car and eight flag carrying motorcycles who escorted the 30 of us 
WWII veterans to Galesburg, Illinois. Another motorcycle escort took us 
to the Midway Airport in Chicago. When we landed at Dulles Airport near 
Washington, D.C., a bus whisked us off to the Smithsonian Air & Space 
Museum to mingle with a great variety of aircraft on display, including the 
famous Enola Gay B-29. Since I had flown the B-29’s, it was very inter-
esting to me to view this special historic B-29. 

Saturday we drove by the Pentagon to view the 9/11 Memorial and then on to Arlington Cem-
etery which really brings home the enormity of those who gave their lives for our present day 
freedoms. We then saw the Changing of the Guard and finally the WWII Memorial. We presented 
a floral wreath from Southeast Iowa. We were applauded generously by many visitors, some 
came up to thank us, and to shake hands while the young folks asked to stand with us and have 
their pictures taken. We strolled through President Roosevelt’s Memorial, the Korean Memorial, 
and the Vietnam Memorial. We drove by the White House, the Capitol Building, the US Air Force 
Monument, and the US Navy and US Army Memorials. Sunday we 
visited the Ford Theater and listened to an interesting lecture on the 
events that surrounded President Lincoln’s assassination.

Then it was time to go home. We were honored again at Midway 
Airport by a Marine Honor Guard and other military personnel who 
formed an avenue of flags for us all the 
way to the bus. When we arrived back 
home in New London, we were met by 
a small but electrifying crowd. We old 
veterans were worn out and ready for 
a good rest. Another tour is planned for 
this fall for a new group and “hopefully it 
will be as successful as this one.”
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Would you allow this to 
happen to your money? 

                                                  By Tom Hennessy #70

Would you stroll down the street in the worst 
area of any large city and wave your hard-earned 
money in the direction of all the strangers that pass 
actually welcoming them to grab it?  No, of course 
you wouldn’t. You would take every precaution includ-
ing staying out of that neighborhood and protecting that 
money with every safeguard that you can find.

Then why would you surf the huge community of the 
internet without any protection against the predators and 
thieves that populate the internet which is a very large 
community with a lot more residents than the world’s 
largest cities? 

It is so easy to protect yourself and your computer 
and the valuable information that it contains. We will 
look at the three major intrusions that are available at 
this time and the things that everyone can do for a very 
reasonable price to protect their data. Don’t be like 
some folks in large cities that claim because they never 
carry cash, they will never be robbed or mugged. There 
isn’t one thief alive that is going to ask you if you are 
carrying cash before he robs you. Don’t say to yourself, 
I am not going to get a computer because someone will 
steal my data. If you think that way, then you don’t have 
any business reading this article. I am going to show 
you how to protect yourself and we are going to start 
right now.

First, we will talk about computer viruses. A virus is 
an unwanted file or set of instructions that attaches itself 
to files in your computer system, usually causing harm 
to your computer. Most viruses replicate themselves as 
the file is shared from computer to computer.

Viruses are not naturally occurring bugs. Morally 
deficient people who want to damage your computer 
create them.  These individuals are as low in life’s peck-
ing order as the mugger or thief who attacks you on the 
street.  

You can protect yourself from viruses by always 
checking programs and files that you download from the 
internet with a virus protection program.

You can purchase these programs at most computer 
stores and they range in price from very moderate to 
expensive all-inclusive security suites.

The most popular are produced by Zone Alarm, 
Norton’s and McAfee and many others.  Most of these 
virus protection programs also have an automatic e-mail 
protection system. Use it!!

Spyware is computer software that is installed sur-
reptitiously on a personal computer to collect informa-
tion about a user, their computer or browsing habits 
without their consent.  In response to the emergence 
of spyware, a small industry has sprung up dealing in 
anti-spyware software. Running anti-spyware software 

has become a widely recognized element 
of computer security practices for comput-
ers, especially those operating Microsoft 

Windows, the most widely used operating system in 
the world. Clues that spyware is on your computer may 
include a barrage of pop-ups, a browser that takes you 
to sites you don’t want, unexpected toolbars or icons on 
your computer screen, keys that don’t work, random er-
ror messages and sluggish performance when opening 
programs or saving files. In some case, there may be no 
symptoms at all.

To lower your risk of spyware infections:

• Update your operating system and Web browser software 
and set your browser security high enough to detect unau-
thorized downloads.

• Use anti-virus and anti-spyware software, as well as a fire-
wall, and update them all regularly.

• Download free software only from sites you know and trust. 
So-called free software is often bundled with spyware.
• Don’t click on links inside pop-ups.
• Don’t click on links in spam or pop-ups that claim to offer 
anti-spyware, you may unintentionally be installing spyware.

Adware is a close relative of spyware. Adware is 
software that is installed on your computer to show you 
advertisements. Adware can slow your PCV by using 
RAM and CPU cycles. Adware can also slow your inter-
net connection by using bandwidth to retrieve ads.

In addition, adware can increase the instability of 
your system because many adware applications are not 
programmed well.

In addition, adware can annoy you and waste huge 
amounts of your time by popping unwanted ads onto 
your screen, which require you to close them before you 
can get back to using your PC.

Lots of bad situations out there but as I mentioned 
earlier they can be minimized by using the protection 
offered. Remember “Forewarned is forearmed”. 

If I were buying a new computer at a store today 
and after demonstrating to the sales person that I have 
absorbed what I have read in these articles during the 
past 4 months, I would tell them that I would not accept 
any new computer without having up-to-date anti-virus, 
anti-spyware and a full featured firewall installed on the 
PC that they are trying to sell me. If they can load me up 
with free software applications that I will very rarely use, 
they certainly can supply the software that I need.

If they want the sale, they will supply the applica-
tions that will protect my investment and the data on the 
system. You can always go to the next store to buy.  
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A BOOK REVIEW … submitted by Bob Mayo, #124

 The Post American World
                                By Fareed Zakaria

If you are looking purely for entertainment this is probably not a book 
you might consider. However, if you are interested in better understand-
ing the challenges the United States as a nation will face and our possible 
response to such challenges over the coming decades then this book 
presents a critical yet balanced view of what the author refers to as the 
“rise of the rest.”  If one were to look at the title and automatically assume 
that it is just another anti-American diatribe that could not be further from 
the truth.   While the author is understandably critical of some of the past 
policies of various administrations over the years, on balance his view is 
that the United States has been a force and a catalyst for much of what 
is good in the world today and indeed gives much credit to many past national policies 
that have contributed to growth and success in much of the developing world.

This book is meant to stimulate us to consider what our world will look like in the coming years 
as the United States, while remaining the only true superpower for the foreseeable future, will 
be of necessity required to adapt to an ever-changing world that we, at least in part, have been 
instrumental in creating.  Our very success in the areas of economic, political and social beliefs 
and actions have been a driving force; showing the way forward for the very nations that we will 
be competing with over the coming decades.  The author, using primarily the nations of China and 
India as examples with their huge populations as well as very separate and conflicting political 
and social systems, demonstrates how many developing nations are in the process of becoming 
not just regional powers but in many ways world powers in their own right.  These are examples 
of the “rest.”  While currently not challenging the United States militarily to any great degree, their 
economic growth and influence along with other nations such as Brazil for example will present 
many new challenges in the years to come.  The author also provides some very common sense 
suggestions as to how the United States can effectively meet the coming challenges and indeed 
benefit from them.

The book is well worth reading and it is available at the Apache Junction Library as well as in a 
paperback edition.

2005 Honda VTX 1300 R
Bike has less than 300 miles on 
it and equipped with windshield, 
windshield bag, hand guards, 
easy clutch and Saddleman 
jumbo leather saddle bags.  It 
is also equipped with a Voyager 
conversion kit with trailer hitch, 
LED lights and is easily removed 
for two-wheel riding in 5 minutes.  
Visit Motorcycle Service Shop, 
1922 N. Rosemont, Mesa to see 
this bike. (480) 654-2300,   
Monday-Friday  7 a.m.- 5 p.m.
$13,000  OBO -- Call Barbara at 
(480) 671-0213  -  Lot 135

Classified Ads - This service is free to Desert Harbor residents 
2002 Dell Computer
$200.00  OBO 

Dimension 4550 Series\
Intel Pentium 4
2.0 GHz
128 MB
DDR SDRAM @ 266 GHz
Key Board and Mouse
W / Speakers
Lexmark X75 - 4 in 1 Printer
Contact Diana, #111
(480) 671-9602

  
Entertainment Center - $100.00   
OBO

 54" X 44" high and 16½ wide  
Contact Cyndi Smith, #74 
(480) 983-5819

  

Washer & Dryer - $50.00 
 or both for $85.00

Contact Thomas, #93  
(480) 852-4629

  

Patio table and six chairs;
 Glass top, six sided, with etched design 
and lazy susan attachment, 5 ft. across, 
$200.  Photos in clubhouse hallway.  
 Call Sylvia, #187, 
(480) 671-9488
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OUR FIRST CRUISE . . . by Jim McKersie

In 1982, my wife and I took our 
first cruise with a group of Motorola, 
Inc. employees around the Hawai-
ian Islands.  It was a guided tour 
with stops on the big Island of Ha-
waii, Kauai, Maui and Oahu.

The ship was the S.S. Oceanic Constitution which was an old ship 
even at that time.  It had just come out of dry dock from being refur-
bished.

When we got on board, we were directed to our very nice inside 
cabin.  After we unpacked we proceeded to the dining room for a very 
nice dinner.  Upon returning to our cabin, we found the plumbing had 
backed up into the shower.

We were moved to a different cabin on a lower deck.
This cabin was next to the crew’s chase (hallway), so all night 

we listened to the crew moving through the chase.  To make matters 
worse, we could not adjust the air conditioning, so we stuffed towels 
into the vent to cut down on the cold.

At daylight, I proceeded to the Purser’s desk.  By this time, I had 
my fill of cruise ships and I let the purser know it!  Once more we 
were moved, but this time to a suite on the upper deck.  It was great!  
At this time, we agreed never to cruise again in the lower decks.

We had waited twenty-eight years for our Hawaiian honeymoon 
and this was not the way we expected to start it.  By day two, things 
were looking up and it turned into a wonderful cruise.

The itinerary included Kilauea volcano, macadamia nut planta-
tion, and Kona on the Big Island.  Kauai is the Garden Island and 
we toured the Fern Grotto, an orchid plantation,   great beach and 
attended a traditional luau.  The entertainment was marvelous, but 
we were impressed by the food.  Next came the island of Maui where 
we visited a pineapple plantation and just wandered around Lahina.  
The last two days were spent in Honolulu.  We took a bus around 
the island and spent a whole day at the Polynesian Cultural Center 
(operated by the Mormon Church).  We also checked out the U.S.S. 
Arizona Memorial, Pearl Harbor excursion, Waikiki beach, Ala Mona 
mall and the International Market Place.

We really packed a lot into a week and decided this was the life 
for us and we have taken seventeen cruises since that time.  It is a 
great way to travel; your transportation, room, food and entertainment 
are included in your fare.  You only have to unpack once and you are 
in a new port each morning.  We have enjoyed meeting new friends 
and forming lasting relationships.

As for our ship, the S.S. Oceanic Constitution, I learned it was 
finally taken out of service in 1995.  In 1997, while being towed to 
Bombay, India to a scrap yard, a storm seven hundred miles north of 
Hawaii claimed her to a watery grave.

The newsletter committee learned that 
Jim and Kay McKersie, Lot 177, have 
experienced many cruses over the years 
and thought it might be interesting if they 
shared a story or two for our readers.  
The following is just one.

BIRTHDAYS / 
ANNIVERSARIES
BIRTHDAYS in JULY
Name         Date Lot #
Steve Ziegele 3   71
Kitty Hutson 4   56
Bob Aemmer 6 160
Bill Johnson 7     5
Cathleen Smartt 9   20
Harvey Nelsen 9 131
Anne Eubank 11 169
Bertha Luby 11   86
Dave Blomeyer 11   58
Janis Campbell 13 171
Alma Shepherd 14 107
Jerry Murphy 14 205
Marge McClain 15 150
Penny Newby 15 185
Doris Patricca 16 136
Jerry Ann O’Mealy 16   55
Ron Ruetz 17   73
Karen Majur 17 173
Don Boyer 19 135
Kay Borowczyk 19   26
Milly Kusch 19   25
Art Roberts 20   81
Bev Borchardt 23 142
Jim Hutson 23   56
Helen Rietow 24   73
Dot Smith 27 196
Elaine Anfang 27 145
Mary Lou Croyle 27 120
Lois Wagner 28   33
Jack Quetschenbach 28 141
Jim Stephen 29 156
Jerry Champion 30   37
Joe Schnier 31 146
Karla McClain 31 150

ANNIVERSARIES in JULY
Name         Date Lot #
Larry & Bertha Luby 6 86
Elner & Josephine Stambaugh 10  69
Harvey & Marjorie Nelson 11 131
Robert & Bette Roy 19 130
Bob & Betty Holley 20 40
Richard & Karen Anderson 23 39
Bob & Fran LeVeque 25 62

If you wish to add your birthday and/
or anniversary to the list, please call 

Kay McKersie at 480-288-9531.
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DESERT HARBOR RESIDENTS TAKE A CRUISE   
                                                                                                                   by Connie Riter

On a balmy spring day recently, 15 Desert Har-
bor residents and friends met at the Clubhouse to 
share rides and traveled to Canyon Lake to enjoy 
an afternoon cruise aboard the Dolly Steamboat. 
We used coupons from the Coyote Coupon books 
we purchased earlier in the year and even had four 
extra to share with other people waiting in line at 
the dock. The weather was perfect. The captain 
and crew entertaining. The leisurely cruise and 
scenery relaxing. We even shared the excitement 
of seeing several long-horn sheep on the lower 
slopes of the canyon. After the 90 minute cruise, 
we drove to Tortilla Flats for lunch and prickly pear 
ice cream.

 If you have not been to Tortilla Flats, a small 
tourist town of six people, it is a “must see” place. 
The restaurant walls are covered in thousands of 
dollar bills which tourists have given to mark their 
visit to this restaurant nationally known for its ham-
burgers. The seats at the bar look like saddles. The 
‘ladies restroom’ is cleverly painted and sparks the 
imagination to recall the days of the Pony Express 
and all which that implies. Thanks to all who went 
and shared their Friday afternoon with us. Ken and 
Joann Camp, Art and Elaine Anfang, Richard and 
Cindy Smith, Mike and Elaine Kereluk, Pat Bal-
lock and Jan Ginsburg, Betty Cuevas, Connie Riter 
and Art Roberts, and our guests, Jack and Eileen 
Bellestri.

By Jan Ginsburg

On Saturday, May 16th our usual Pot Luck Dinner 
was celebrated with a Mexican Theme, with decora-
tions and the aromas of the dishes with a South of the 
Border kick.

The residents who attended that evening spared 
no expense or creativity on the dishes they brought; 
too many to describe but not too many for us to taste 
and indulge ourselves.

As for myself, I had not heard of a few of the 
dishes but I was not sorry I tasted them.  Some of 
my favorites were sitting there, too, just waiting for 
me to scoop up. For instance, Mike Kereluk’s Chilin’ 
Salsa; the Chile Relanos prepared by Chuck McCall, 
both better than most restaurants I have been in and 
several casserole dishes prepared with chicken and 

REMEMBERING OUR MEXICAN POT LUCK

delightful sauces over them. (Please forgive me if I 
didn’t get the correct name of the dish or the name 
of the cooks, I was simply overwhelmed). Most of the 
guests tried just about everything on the main table, 
they couldn’t help themselves! Who could blame 
them, certainly not me; I was busy wiping my face off 
so I could try something new! 

As the evening drew to a close, 
dishes were packed up, tables 
cleaned and you could see 
satisfied smiles on faces of ev-
eryone as they left for home, 
“buenas noches señoras y 
gentleman.”
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SHARE A RECIPE(S)
                        by Connie Riter

These lo-cal recipes are terrific and 
great tasting Weight Watcher’s favorites 
that I hope you will enjoy!     

                                                
“SLOPPY JOES”

 
2 onions, chopped
1 green pepper, seeded and chopped
2 stalks celery chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 tbsp. cumin
1 tsp. chili powder
1 lb. ground turkey
2 tbsp. brown sugar substitute
2 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
catsup as desired
1/2 tsp. salt
 
In large skillet sprayed with Pam, sauté veggies until 

soft (5 min.)  Add garlic, chili powder, cumin.  When veg-
etables are coated with spices, add turkey and cook while 
breaking meat apart. Add catsup, brown sugar substitute, 
Worcestershire sauce, and salt.  Cook until thickened (4-5 
min.)  Serve over buns.  6 servings.  If counting points, 
each serving is 4 points. 

 _______________________________________

“LOW CAL CAKE”
 
Variation 1:  1 box chocolate cake mix.
                    1 can diet cola
Spray cake pan with Pam, add cola to dry cake mix.  

Blend, bake according to directions on cake mix box.  Frost 
with fat free Cool Whip.  

 
Variation 2:  1 box spice cake mix
                    1 can pumpkin (or 1 can diet root beer) 
Spray cake pan with Pam, add pumpkin or root beer to 

dry cake mix.  Blend, bake according to directions on cake 
mix box. Frost with fat free Cool Whip. 

 
Variation 3:  1 box white cake mix
                    1 can Diet Sprite
Follow directions above. 
 
Variation 4:  1 box carrot cake mix
                    1 can diet root beer.  
Follow directions above.                              ENJOY!!

Restaurant Review...  
       By Kay McKersie

NANDO'S MEXICAN CAFÉ
Location:  3519 E. Baseline Road 
       (behind Arby's)
                Gilbert, AZ  85234
                480-633-1313
 

Dave Borchardt, 
Lot #142, had recom-
mended this place at 
one of our newsletter 
meetings, so Jim and 
I decided to try it out 
one afternoon.  We are 
always on the lookout 
for new places.

We found the food 
to be excellent and the 
portions large.  Jim had the green chili 
beef and I had their seafood enchiladas.  
Neither of us could clean our plate -- no 
room for dessert!

They have a tequila bar with thirty-
eight varieties starting at about seven dol-
lars for a margarita to one hundred dollars 
for a pitcher.

If you crave Mexican food, this is one 
of the better places we have tried.

LADY’S 
SOUP 'N SALAD LUNCHEON

                        By Kay McKersie
 
The Ladies Luncheon on June 2, 2009 

had eight in attendance, partially due to 
summer vacations and our “Snow Birds” 
departures till fall.  

We opened our luncheon with a bless-
ing which was given by Elaine Kereluk...
then sat down to some excellent food that 
was prepared and brought by our friends 
and neighbors.  Besides eating and chat-
ting, we really have a great time at our 
luncheons each month.   Desert Harbor is 
filled with a lot of wonderful cooks, good 
neighbors and plenty of friends.

New people are always welcome to 
attend our luncheons.  We meet on the 1st 
Tuesday of each month at 12 noon  in the 
Clubhouse...come on down!



Desert Harbor Activities 
& Coordinators
Activity Coordinator Telephone

Applique Reni Dieball 983-0578
Billards          (we need a volunteer to coordinate this activity)
Bridge Group Larry Lepic 288-1565
Bunco Paula Cooper 671-3147
Card Bingo Celine Leonard 983-5819
Card Games Fred Dieball 983-0578
Casino Trips Celine Leonard 983-5819
Closet Quilters Reni Dieball 983-0578
Cribbage Bob Mueller 983-1119
Dominoes     (we need a volunteer to coordinate this activity)
Genealogy Esther Lough 288-8579
Golf Don Walker 288-5686
Ladies Luncheon   Agnes Miller 982-6063
Ladies Soup & Salad 
    Luncheon Joann Hankinson 641-0975
Line Dancing Mary Pat Summers 983-4227
Mah-Jongg Celine Leonard 983-5819
Pinochle       (we need a volunteer to coordinate this activity) 
Poker Fred Dieball 983-0578
Positive Thinking  Elaine Kereluk 987-8587
Red Hat Ladies Linda Aemmer 474-8999
Shuffleboard (we need a volunteer to coordinate this activity)
Stitch & Chat Reni Dieball 983-0578
Stretching Class   Midge Drouin 982-9425
Tai Chi Dick Smith 983-5819
Travel Club Connie Riter 641-7753
Water Aerobics Jackie Watts 361-4759
Yoga Dick Smith 983-5819

For questions about these activities, contact the appro-
priate coordinator. To volunteer as a coordinator con-
tact Ken Camp, Activities President, at 641-0975.  
Your participation is welcomed and very much appreci-
ated.  Thank you. 
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SUMMER TRAVELS
                                          By Connie Ritter

If you want to “get away” from  ●
the heat for a few hours, con-
sider riding the Light Rail down 
to one of the wonderful muse-
ums in Phoenix and then stop-
ping for lunch at a little outdoor 
café on Mill Ave. or the Old 
Spaghetti Factory farther on 
the rail. Free admission passes are available for 
several museums through the local public library 
and the light rail is only $1.25 for seniors to travel 
all day long!!
Like to gamble--really gamble?? June 21-26 is a  ●
GREAT gambling trip which includes Reno, Ta-
hoe, and Vegas. Lots of extras are included and 
the cost for everything is $299 pp dbl.
A shorter gambling trip is planned for the 4  ●
Queens in Vegas Au-
gust 25-27. The cost 
is $99 pp/dbl. We’re 
working with Meridian 
Manor, Palmas del 
Sol East, and Dolce 
Vita to see if we can 
get enough people 
from these Parks to make this summer trip a “go.”
Another touristy summer trip is Marble/Antelope  ●
Canyon plus Boat Ride planned for July 21-
23…$299 pp/dbl.  You’ll visit 
Sedona, Oak Creek Canyon, 
stay overnight in Flagstaff. See 
Marble Canyon. Have dinner 
(on your own) by Lake Powell. 
Take a boat ride around Ante-
lope Canyon, have dinner in 
Flagstaff and be home on the 
23rd to relax in your own bed. 
There are flyers in the clubhouse Travel Book of  ●
other summer trips and cruises later on in the 
year.  Have fun looking. 

What Is It?
For fun, here is July’s mystery object for 
readers to identify.  Be sure to identify the 
object and specify its location.  The first 
person to do so correctly will win. The 
winner will be the first person in line at the 
next Pot Luck Dinner.
Cut out the form below to write the date and time of your guess.  Clue:  The object is should be 
easy to locate as stable platform.  Dick Smith, as the last winner, will NOT Eligible for this contest.

“What Is It” contest.
My guess: ____________________________  Name: _________________________Lot # _____
Where did you find it:    _______________________________________ Date: _______________   
                            Time: _______________Place your guess in the “Bright Ideas” suggest box at the Clubhouse.

Deadline for this contest is July 12, 2009 to qualify. 
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U.S. Postage Stamps  -  
Now that Postage has increase by
.02 cents as of May 11th.  Nancy Pavkov 
has a lot of 1¢ stamps from the last rate 
hike.  Please call her if you could use 
any of these stamps.  Nancy, #61 (480) 
983-4136

COFFEE with 

MARTY BERK
                                         By Jane Boudreau

 

 On Saturday May 23 Marty Berk presented 
a 30-minute version of his comedy act during our 
morning coffee.  He is a comedian who is opening a 

“Comedy Show Theater” at the Avalon School here in 
Apache Junction.  Marty is visiting communities in the 
East Valley providing a free shortened version of what you 
will see at his theater.  We were one of the lucky communities 
he visited.  What a wonderful way to begin our Saturday morning 
with laughs and a little singing.  Jerry Kitchen of “Kitch and Calli,” 

the comedy team who visited us on April 15, introduced Marty to the 
audience.

This past winter season was Marty’s first visit to the East Valley.  Finding 
an enthusiastic audience for his comedy routine while performing at many RV 
Parks and Resorts during the season. He decided to open his own comedy 
theater in Apache Junction and will be performing during the summer in the 
Multi-purpose room at Avalon School located at 1045 San Marco Dr. (east 
of Ironwood and one block south of Broadway). In a cooler climate the 
theater would be within walking distance from Desert Harbor. The first per-
formance in his new theater started in June.  The performances will be 
held on Friday and Saturday evenings through August 22nd. The 
tickets are very reasonable at $10 per person if you mention 
that you saw Marty at the Desert Harbor Coffee & Donuts 
Show.  You can purchase tickets in advance or at the 

door the night of the show and can be used any time.

If you would like additional information about 
Marty or his theater, check out his web site at  

www.MartyBerkComedy.com.  A flyer is posted 
on the Activities Org. Bulletin Board in the 

clubhouse for your review.

Marty gets 
up close and 

personal with 
Jim Stevens...

and they 
both seem to 

be having a 
great time!

Marty Berk 
is a hilarious 

comedian!

Elvis gets Kay 
McKersie to 
help sing with 
him.  Just 
think, singing 
with the King!

A WOMEN’S POKER NIGHT?
                                          By Jan Ginsburg

Well gals, here’s a proposition for you, feeling lucky? 
How about a night of Poker, Girls Only? Sound good?

Just how many of the Desert Harbor ladies and friends 
out there can handle their own when it comes to “real 
time Poker, Five Card Stud or whatever poker you like?” 
Hmmm… I have met a few of our folks who just love the 
game and competiton and now one of our new residents, 
Sheila Galli at Lot 95 would like to set up a Tuesday night 
“Ladies Only Poker Group.”

If that idea seems enticing to you, don’t hold back, pick 
up your phone and give Sheila a call (623) 698-9212 or at 
e-mail address sheilagalli@yahoo.com.  This will be low 
stakes poker.  Then you girls can start wheeling and deal-
ing when you’re ready to go!



Desert Harbor’s
2009 Activities Organization
President:   Ken Camp .....#178..480-641-0975
V. P.:      Janet Ginsburg .....#183..480-983-5303
Treasurer:   Art Roberts....#  81..480-641-7753 
Secretary:  Jackie Bowman(1)..#102..480-983-6534
Board Members:
       Judi Quetschenback(1).. #141..480-854-7553 
       Tom Hennessy...............#  70..480-671-3696
        Midge Drouin................#203..480-982-9425

Other Information...
Newsletter Coordinator
 Ann Haggerty............# 64..480-983-1910
 E-Mail Address.......Annah62@msn.com

Desert Harbor Web Master
 Tom Hennessy...........# 70..480-671-3696
 E-Mail Address....tom.hennessy@mchsi.com

Mangement/Desert Harbor, A.L.L.- Green Courte 
 Yvonne Cavazos...In Clubhouse 

    480-288-8876
(1) Jackie Bowman and Judi Quetschenback were appoint-

ed by the Board and approved at the Residents Meeting on May 
2nd to serve until the Annual Elections in December.

In Memory Of . . .
 We are saddened to report 
that Ann Haggerty, Lot #64, 
passed away this morning 
(June 10th) at 9:22 a.m. at 
Banner Baywood Hospital.  
Her daughters were with her 
and she was very peaceful.  

This is a great loss as 
Anne was the driving force in 
the re-establishment of our newsletter.  She helped 
coordinate residents and formed the committee.  
Anne kept everyone on the ball and this newsletter is 
the result of her efforts.  

Ann Haggerty, may God be with you.  You will 
be sorely missed.
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Sunshine Acres 
Children’s Home

Mission
Our mission is to provide a loving, wholesome, 

Christian home for children who are separated from their 
parents, and to help them establish long-term relation-
ships with stable parental figures.

The Children
We serve boys and girls of all ages. The entry age 

is between 5 and 15. Exceptions are considered on a 
case-by-case basis. Children are accepted regardless of 
race, gender,religion or national origin. Sunshine Acres 
is a Home and we treat the children as our own.

Our Founders
Vera Dingman, founded Sunshine Acres with her 

husband, Rev. Jim Dingman in 1954. Rev. Jim passed 
on in 1980 and Vera passed away on July 19, 2005. 
Their faith in God and a loving heart are inspirations to 
us all. Their legacy lives on in our staff and the lives of 
the boys and girls.

Funding
Our home is primarily funded by private donations 

by individuals, through the United Way, family estates, 
corporate, and memorial gifts. All gifts, be they large or 
small, are deeply appreciated. We do 
not receive any financial support from 
Federal, State, or City Governments 
for care of the children.  Guardians are 
encouraged to participate in the childs 
care as able. No child is turned away for 
financial reasons. 

Celine Leonard, Lot #106, coordinates 
efforts in Desert Harbor to support Sunshine Acres 

Children’s Home.  The following explans a little about 
what this wonderful organization does and 

how it helps children.

Personal guides provide 
tours for visitors

Vera Dingman and 
the kids.
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